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CLACSO/CROP/FJN 

International Seminar/Workshop 

The Role of the State in the Struggle against 

Poverty 

Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil, 18-21 March, 2003 

 
Introduction 

 
 
The Latin American Research Council (CLACSO), the Comparative Research Programme on 
Poverty (CROP) and the Joaquim Nabuco Foundation (FJN) will meet together with a group 
of distinguished academics and specialists to debate the alternatives for the State to act to 
alleviate poverty, inequality and social exclusion. The debate over four days is being directed 
to especially capture the particularities of these problems in the Latin American and 
Caribbean region. The aim being to strengthen the regional understanding and studies of 
poverty.  
 
In addition, the event will aim to promote a comparative approach to this problem through the 
analysis of case studies from other regions and the debates on programmes and practices that 
have taken place in other places in the world. These perspectives have the means to contribute 
positively to the productivity and continuity of research in the less economically developed 
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
The seminar’s debates prioritise questions related to the effects and capacity of State reforms 
and the politics of neo-liberal structural adjustment to reduce poverty at the national, 
provincial and municipal level. As such, they will propose alternative perspectives and 
concrete instruments of intervention that can help to sustain state policies for the reduction of 
poverty. Special attention will be given to the conditions and viability of these policies. They 
will also indicate the public and private mechanisms to control the effectiveness of the 
policies to reduce poverty and produce changes that alleviate this crucial problem. 
 
The presentations and discussions that will take place during the course of the seminar’s four 
days  will place on the agenda the mechanisms and conditions that limit state policies for the 
reduction of poverty, such as the influence of elites - at the national and international levels – 
in the formation of policy. In this sense, they will examine how international actors such as 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank and governments of the G-7 
countries influence the design and execution of poverty-reducing politics and policy. Special 
consideration will also be given to the role of state legislators in the design, execution and 
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control of poverty reducing policies, with discussion and consideration of provincial and state 
budgets. 
 
 

CLACSO/ CROP/FJN 

International Seminar/Workshop 

The Role of the State in the Struggle against Poverty 

Recife, Pernambuco, Brazil, 18-21 March, 2003 

 
 

Tuesday 18/3  

8.30-10.00 Benício Dias Auditorium : Official Opening Ceremony  

• João Paulo de Lima e Silva. Prefect of the City of Recife.  
• Fernando Lyra. President of the Joaquim Nabuco Foundation 
• Jorge Siqueira. Superintendant of the Institute for Social Sciences (FJN) 
• Alberto Cimadamore. Institutional Coordinator. Latin American Social Science 

Council (CLACSO) 
• Clóvis Cavalcanti. Representative of the Joaquim Nabuco Foundation in the Latin 

American Social Science Council for Brazil. 
• Elisa Reis. Research Coordinator for the Comparative Research Programme on 

Poverty (CROP). 
• Nigel Brooke. Ford Foundation. 
• Gustavo Gordillo DeAnda. World Food Programme ( FAO). 
• Júlio Jacobo Waiselfisz. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation (UNESCO). 
• Roberto Bazzani. International Development Research Center / IDRC 

 

Round-Table Discussion. 

 

10.00- 12.30 Round-Table Discussion. The Challenge of Social Policies  in Brazil:  The 
Federal Government’s Zero Hunger Programme  

Chair: Clóvis Cavalcanti/FJN 
Speaker: Flávio Botelho/ Secretário Executivo. Ministério Extraordinário de Segurança 
Alimentar e Combate à Fome da Presidência da República 
             Walter Belik/Unicamp 
Discussants: Guilherme Delgado/IPEA 
                     Ricardo Henriques/IPEA 

12.30 Lunch.  
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14:30-18.00  Round-Table: Participatory Planning: Needs and Beneficiaries 

Chair: Paulo Santana. Mayor of  Camaragibe-PE 
Speakers: Félix Sánchez. Coordinator of Participatory Budgeting in the City of São Paulo.      
João Costa. Coordinator of Participatory Budgeting in the City of Recife. . 
                 Jefferson de Meneses Barreto. Community Relations  in the City of Porto Alegre. .  
                    Discussants: John-Andrew McNeish. CROP 
                     Einar Braathen.  CROP   
                     Eneide Medeiros Leite /Associação Brasileira de Orçamento Público/Abop 

20:00 Reception. Mercado  Eufrásio Barbosa - Olinda. 

 

Workshop  
(Calouste Gulbenkian Room, FJN) 

restricted participation  

Wednesday 19/3 

 

8.30 Registration of the Participants 

9.00 Opening of the Workshop 

 

Words of Welcome: 

• Atilio Borón-CLACSO 
• Einar Braathen. CROP 
• Clóvis Cavalcanti – FJN 
 

9.30-10.15 Keynote Speaker. Elisa Reis. CROP/UFRJ 

10.15 Coffee Break 

 

10.30 Session 1. Chair: Laura Tavares Soares. LPP/UERJ 

10.30-1045 Speaker: Tarcísio Patrício de Araújo and  Roberto Alves de Lima. Federal 
University of Pernambuco. “Public Employment Policies as Instruments for the Reduction of 
Poverty and Inequality in Brazil.” 
10.45-11.00 Discussant: José Souza Fialho – CESO–CI (Consultores Internacionais) Portugal  
 

11.00-11.15 Speaker: Rowan Ireland – La Trobe University - Australia. Fragile Synergies for 
Development: The Case of Jardim Oratório SP – Brazil.   
11.15-11.30 Discussant: John-Andrew McNeish. CROP. 
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11.30-12.15 Open Discussion 

12.15-14.40 Lunch    

 

14.30 Session 2. Chair: Renato Duarte. FJN 

14:30-14.45 Speaker: Anete Brito Ivo – Federal University of Bahia. O   Controle da 
Iniqüidade: Novo Paradigma Estatal de Focalização das Políticas Sociais de Combate à 
Pobreza na América Latina “The Control of Iniquity: A New State Paradigm to Focus Social 
Policies for Fighting  Poverty in Latin America”.   
14.45-15:00 Discussant: Cátia Lubambo/FJN 
 

15:00-15:15 Speaker: Paulo Henrique Martins. Federal University of Pernambuco. “Anti-
Globalisation and Anti-Statism from the Perspective of Post-Developmentalism” 
15:15- 15.30 Discussant: Einar Braathen. NIBR/CROP. 
 

15:30-16.15 Open Discussion 

16.15-16.30 Coffee Break 

 

16:30 Session 3. Chair: Tarcísio Patrício/UFPE 

16.30-16.45 Speaker: Ted Goertzel. Rutgers University. “Public Policies and Poverty 
Reduction in Argentina, Brazil and Chile: A Comparative Study”.  
16.45-17.00 Discussant: Guilherme Delgado. IPEA 
 

17:00-17.15 Speaker: Marial del Carmen Ledo García. University of San Simón, 
Cochabamba,  Bolívia. “ Poverty, vulnerability and social exclusion in Bolivia”.  
17:15-17:30 Discussant: Anand Kumar. Jawaharlal Nehru University. 
 

17:30-18.15 Open Discussion 

 

Thursday 20/3  

8.30 Session 4. Chair: Hulya Dagdeviren.University of Hertfordshire 

8.30-8.45 Speaker: John-Andrew McNeish. CROP. “Poverty, Policy and ‘Sleight of 
Hand’ in Bolivia and Latin America”. 
8:45-9.00 Discussant: Paulo Henrique Martins .UFPE. 
 
 

9.00-9.15 Speaker: Virgíilio Álvarez Aragón FLACSO/Guatemala. La Estrategia de           
Reducción  de la Pobreza en la Guatemala de la Posguerra “The Strategy for the Reduction of 
Poverty in Post-War Guatemala”.  
9.15-9.30 Discussant: Jorge Siqueira. FJN. 
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9.30-10.15 Open Discussion 

10.15-10.30 Coffee Break 

 
10.30-10:45 Speaker: Nelson Arteaga Botello. Autonomous University of the State of 
Mexico. “The Future That Will not Arrive: The Reduction of Poverty From the Perspective of 
the Mexican Federal Government”. 
10.45-11.00 Discussant: Hartley Dean. CROP/LSE 
 
11.00-11.15 Roberto Bazzani/ IDRC. Governance, Equity Health, and the Approach for 
Fighting Pover 
11.15 – 11h30 Discussant: Laura Tavares Soares/LPP-UFRJ 

 

11.30 – 12.15 Open Discussion 

12.15-14.30 Lunch.  

 

14.30 Session 5. Chair. Alberto Cimadamore. CLACSO. 

14.30-14.45 Speaker: Mayra Paula Espina Prieto. Centre for Psychological and Sociological 
Research (CIPS). Cuba. “Poverty, Inequality and Development: The Role of the State in the 
Cuban Experience”. 
14.45-15.00 Discussant: Virgíilio Álvarez Aragón/Flacso/Guatemala 
 
15.00-15.45  Open Discussion  
 
15.45-16.00 Coffee Break 
 

16.00 Session 6. Chair. Elisa Reis.UFRJ. CROP 

16.00-16.15 Speaker: Ernesto D. Chávez Negrín. Centre for Psychological and Sociological 
Research (CIPS). Cuba. “The Fight Against Poverty in Cuba: Public Policies and Family 
Strategies”.   
16.15-16.30. Discussant: Anete Brito Leal Ivo. UFBA  

 
16.30-16.45. Speaker: Anand Kumar. Jawaharlal Nehru University. New Delhi. India. 
“Political Sociology of Poverty: An Inquiry Into the Patterns of Relationship Between State 
and Poor Since Independence.”. 
16.45-17.00 Discussant: Rowan Ireland. La Trobe University. Australia.  
 

17.00- 17.45 Open Discussion 

 

Friday 21/3 
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8.30 Session 7. Chair. Nelson Arteaga Botello.  Autonomous University of the State of 
Mexico. 
8.30-8.45 Speaker: Hulya Dageviren. University of Hertfordshire. UK. “Privatisation and the 
Poor in Low-Income Economies: The Case of India and Bangladesh”. 
8.45-9.00Discussant: Mayra Paula Espina Prieto/CIPS 

9.00-9.15 Speaker: Einar Braathen. CROP/NIBR. “Towards Pro-Poor Governance? 
Decentralisation and Social Funds, Between Global Discourses and Local Forces”. 
9.15-9.30 Discussant: Marcus André Melo/UFPE 
 

9.30-10.15 Open Discussion 

10.15-10.30 Coffee Break 

 

10.30 Session 8. Chair: Atilio Borón. CLACSO 

10.30-10.45 Speaker: Hartley Dean. London School of Economics/CROP. “The Global 
Human Rights Agenda and the (Im)Possibility of the Ethical State”.  
10.45-11.00 Discussant: Hulya Dagdeviren. University of Hertfordshire. UK. 
 

11.00-11.45 Open Discussion 
 

11.45-14.30 Lunch   

 

14.30-15.30 Public Session: Workshop Summary. Alberto Cimadamore/CLACSO, John-
Andrew McNeish/CROP, and Laura Tavares Soares/LPP/UFRJ. 
 

15.30-16.30 Open Discussion. 

 

16.30-17.30 Keynote Speaker: Atilio Borón/CLACSO 

 

17.30 Concluding Remarks: Atilio Borón/CLACSO, John McNeish/CROP, Helenilda 
Cavalcanti Cavalcanti/FJN 
 

20.00 Reception 

 

*We are especially grateful for the collaboration and support this event has received from the 

following institutions. 

• The Ford Foundation 

• International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 



   

 7

• World Food Programme (FAO) 

• United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) 

• The Konrad-Adenauer Foundation. 

• The Nordest Bank of Brazil(BNB 

• Prefeitura de Recife 

• Prefeitura de Olinda 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


